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Ooh Rahh! Kill them all and let their god sort them out.

This is one of many disturbing comments (in this case from someone who identifies
himself as a Marine named Clay) that have appeared in an online petition that will
eventually be sent to Congress in support of the Marine involved in last month's shooting
of a wounded insurgent in a Fallujah mosque.

Many who signed this petition (more than 340,000) are, I'm sure, reasonable people
concerned about a military man in a tough situation. But sadly, there are also those -- like
the author of the sentiments above -- who believe that the deviousness of our enemies
would justify us in abandoning our values and principles on the battlefield. This is a
dangerous view, for both moral and practical reasons.

Clay's comment, and others like it, prompted me to recall the advice I once heard from a
battalion commander I served under nearly 20 years ago. Lt. Col. James S. Gribshaw Jr.,
a highly decorated Vietnam veteran, was known among those in his platoon as "The
Magnet" -- a reference to the peculiar attraction his body seemed to hold for shrapnel.
One day in 1987, he and I were observing a training exercise at Fort Lewis, Wash.: a
platoon setting an ambush. It was a textbook operation, save for one glitch. After the
assault, when the prisoner-search team returned to the kill zone, a soldier shot a wounded
enemy role-player, calling him an "[expletive] gook."

Gribshaw was to lead the discussion reviewing the lessons learned from the exercise. I
expected him to focus on the sound tactics the platoon demonstrated during the operation.
He didn't. Instead he said some things that have stuck with me to this day. I'm
reconstructing his talk here from memory, but I'd vouch for its being about 95 percent
correct:

A soldier in this platoon shot a wounded man today. You cannot do that.

You will find yourself'in combat someday. And then you are going to go home, where you
will have to live with what you have done -- to accomplish your mission, to stay alive, to
keep your buddy alive.

When you assault across a kill zone, you do so violently, if you hesitate, you die.
However, later, during the search -- different story. If an enemy soldier is wounded, you
can't kill him. If the tactical situation does not permit you to evacuate him, do what you
can to relieve his suffering, and continue the mission.



Your enemy is a combatant, a human being. He is not a "gook" or a "slope."” If you
dehumanize your enemy, you will dehumanize yourself, and you will do things that you
will regret. And you won't go home with honor. We made a mistake today. That's why we
train. Learn from this. Questions?

Silence. Gribshaw looked the platoon over, nodded and walked away, in a mood I
couldn't quite figure out. His loyal command sergeant major later told me that Gribshaw
acted this way when something bothered him and he wished -- just for a moment -- that
he hadn't given up smoking Lucky Strikes.

Every soldier, at some point in his career, hears similar advice. Sometimes it comes from
someone like Jim Gribshaw, who faced an enemy that -- not unlike the insurgents in Iraq
-- intimidated civilians, booby-trapped corpses and engaged in other practices that were
beyond internationally recognized rules of war.

Abu Ghraib aside, U.S. soldiers in Iraq have consistently demonstrated that they fight
with honor and with due restraint. As a nation we can accept nothing less, because an
army in the field derives its moral authority as much from the values and principles of the
nation that sent it to fight as it does from the conduct of each soldier.

Shortly after the horrific attacks of Sept. 11, 2001, we as a nation channeled a righteous
rage into a firm resolve to take the fight to our enemies. Regrettably, rage and resolve
now appear to be turning, ever so surely, to blind hate -- in its typically irrational and
self-destructive form. This transformation deepens and widens with the death of every
U.S. servicemember in battle -- or in a mess tent in Mosul. You can see it in comments
on the petition I mentioned ("This Marine deserves a medal, not the boot! Nice head
shot!" read one.). You can hear it on talk radio; you likely sense it in fragments of passing
conversation as you go through your day. And when we nod our heads in approval, make
no mistake, we dehumanize ourselves.

I write as someone who lost an Army comrade on Pan Am Flight 103 in 1988 and a
nephew and a cousin in the World Trade Center on Sept. 11, 2001. That does nothing to
alter my belief that should we abandon our values and allow ourselves to be overcome by
hatred because of our revulsion against those who kill children, or office workers, or a
woman working to alleviate suffering, such as Margaret Hassan, we risk losing our own
humanity and undermine the moral authority of our troops overseas. And we risk losing
this war.

Don't take my word on this -- ask Jim Gribshaw.

The writer is a retired Army lieutenant colonel. His e-mail address is
thomasraleigh(@nycap.rr.com.




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for high quality pre-press printing. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later. These settings require font embedding.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


